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METHOD AND SYSTEM TO DETECT
UNWANTED NOISE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to acoustic emis-
sion monitoring and more particularly to a method and
system to detect unwanted noise.

BACKGROUND ART

There are many instances when it is desirable to analyze
an acoustic signal. This is especially true in the automotive
field when determining how much noise will be heard by the
occupants of a motor vehicle. Depending on the level and
type of noise, it is often a desire to reduce any noise to
provide a motor vehicle with quiet operating characteristics.

Eliminating noise can best be accomplished by eliminat-
ing the source of the noise. Because noise, especially in
motor vehicles, is a composite of many different noises, the
source is often difficult to identify. Most of the noise in
motor vehicles is generated by the powertrain, the interac-
tion between the road and the tire, and the wind created
under driving conditions. These three types of noise have
different characteristics and generally generate random
noise. For example, the overall noise at a specific speed may
have a substantially different characteristic if the powertrain
is providing substantial torque at that speed. Likewise, the
overall noise may be affected by the condition of the road on
which the motor vehicle is traveling. Therefore, there is a
need to isolate the sources of overall noise under various
operating conditions.

Specifically, industry has been trying to objectively mea-
sure the squeak of stabilizer bar bushings for years without
success. Industry has not succeeded mainly because of
acoustic contamination by background noise, i.e., surround-
ing equipment, fan, etc. Also, the frequency band being
examined was typically lower than 2000 Hz. In lieu of an
objective measurement, industry has resorted to relying on
subjective evaluations that depend significantly on operator
perception.

It would therefore be desirable to have a way to objec-
tively measure stabilizer bar bushing squeak while elimi-
nating the need for subjective evaluations. Additionally, it
would be desirable to make the determination of bushing
squeak more consistent and reliable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved and
reliable method and system to detect unwanted noise.
Another object of the invention is to provide a way to
objectively measure unwanted noise while eliminating the
need for subjective evaluations. An additional object of the
invention is to make the determination of unwanted noise
more consistent and reliable.

Accordingly, an apparatus for detecting unwanted noise
over background noise, which is generated by a noisy
source, is disclosed. In one aspect of the invention, an
apparatus for detecting unwanted noise includes a reference
sensor that generates a reference signal in response to
stimulation by a source. A combined noise detector picks up
a combined noise signal, which includes both background
noise and the unwanted noise generated by the source. A
noise separation synthesis device filters both signals to
generate a coherent unwanted noise signal from the com-
bined noise signal as a function of the reference signal
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generated by the reference sensor. A comparator determines
the presence of unwanted noise by calculating the Kurtosis
value of the coherent unwanted noise signal.

The present invention achieves an improved and reliable
method and system to detect unwanted noise. One advantage
associated with the present invention is the ability to analyze
components of a signal by filtering then out of the signal in
the time domain rather than in the frequency domain.

Additional advantages and features of the present inven-
tion will become apparent from the description that follows,
and may be realized by means of the instrumentalities and
combinations particularly pointed out in the appended
claims, taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the invention may be well understood, there
will now be described some embodiments thereof, given by
way of example, reference being made to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a vehicle having a system for
detecting unwanted noise according to one aspect of the
invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an apparatus to detect
unwanted noise according to one aspect of the invention;
and

FIG. 3 is a flow chart depicting a method to detect
unwanted noise according to one aspect of the invention.

BEST MODE(S) FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Referring to FIG. 1, a block diagram of a vehicle 12
having a system 10 for detecting unwanted noise according
to one aspect of the invention is illustrated. An apparatus for
detecting unwanted noise 10 generated by a noisy source 14,
over background noise, is located in vehicle 12. In the
present invention, the noisy source 14 is a stabilizer bar
bushing. Noisy source 14 may also include various engine
components, instrument panel components, or steering link-
ages. These examples used to show a noisy source 14 are not
exhaustive, as there may exist other noisy sources 14 which
may generate noise or vibration. Further, the apparatus for
detecting unwanted noise 10 may be used in environments
other than a vehicle 12.

Referring to FIG. 2, a block diagram of an apparatus to
detect unwanted noise 10 according to one aspect of the
invention is illustrated. The apparatus to detect unwanted
noise 10 includes a single reference sensor 16. In an alter-
native embodiment, the reference sensor 16 may include an
array of sensors. The reference sensor 16 is mounted to, and
generates a reference signal in response to stimulation by,
noisy source 14, i.e., the stabilizer bar bushing. In the
present embodiment, reference sensor 16 is an accelerom-
eter mounted directly to the stabilizer bar bushing bracket.

A single combined noise detector 18 is located in close
proximity to noisy source 14. In an alternative embodiment,
the combined noise detector 18 may include an array of
detectors. Combined noise detector 18 generates a combined
signal that is made up of background noise and the unwanted
noise generated by noisy source 14, i.c., the squeak from the
stabilizer bar bushing. In the present embodiment, combined
noise detector 18 is a microphone mounted in close prox-
imity to the stabilizer bushing.

Afilter 20 is coupled to reference sensor 16 and combined
noise detector 18. Filter 20 pre-filters some of the extraneous
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background noise before the combined signal is processed
allowing for more reliable noise detection. In the present
embodiment, filter 20 is a band pass filter. Because stabilizer
bar bushing squeak generates a noise having a frequency
between 2,000-10,000 Hz, filter 20 filters both the reference
signal and the combined signal between 2,000 Hz and
10,000 Hz.

A noise separation synthesis device 22 is coupled to filter
20 and receives the filtered reference signal and the filtered
combined signal. The noise separation synthesis device 22
separates a coherent unwanted noise signal from the com-
bined signal as a function of the reference signal generated
by reference sensor 16. More specifically, noise separation
synthesis device 22 is capable of determining, based on the
reference signal received from the reference sensor 16, what
component of the combined signal, generated by the com-
bined noise detector 18, is due to the noisy source 14. Noise
separation synthesis device 22 uses a least-mean-square
algorithm to adapt the coefficients of the device. Noise
separation synthesis device 22 generates two time signals;
one is the time signal of the unwanted noise that is coherent
with the reference signal, i.e., bushing sound, the second is
the time signal of the background noise.

A comparator 24 is coupled to noise separation synthesis
device 22 and receives the coherent unwanted noise signal.
Comparator 24 calculates a Kurtosis value of the coherent
unwanted noise signal. Comparator 24 then determines if the
coherent unwanted noise signal is above a predetermined
Kurtosis level and generates a squeak present signal. In the
present invention, the threshold Kurtosis value for a stabi-
lizer bar bushing squeak is around 4.3.

Referring to FIG. 3, a flow chart depicting a method to
detect unwanted noise according to one aspect of the inven-
tion is illustrated. A reference signal 26 is generated in
response to stimulation by a noisy source in step 26, the
sequence then proceeds to step 30. Likewise, a combined
noise signal, or microphone signal, is generated in response
to unwanted and background noise in step 28, the sequence
then proceeds to step 30.

After the reference signal and the combined noise signal
are generated in steps 26 and 28, step 30 filters both signals
between 2,000 Hz and 10,000 Hz. After the filtering process
the sequence proceeds to step 32.

After the signals are filtered in step 30, the signals are
processed in step 32. Noise synthesis separation (NSS)
occurs in step 32. A coherent unwanted noise signal, or
sound coherent with the reference signal, is separated from
the combined noise signal as a function of the reference
signal. Step 32 generates two time signals; one is the time
signal of unwanted noise that is coherent with the reference
signal, the second is the time signal of the background noise.
The background noise signal proceeds to step 34. The sound
coherent with the reference signal proceeds to step 36.

After the coherent noise unwanted noise signal is gener-
ated and proceeds to step 36, the sequence proceeds to step
38 where the Kurtosis value is calculated. After the Kurtosis
value is calculated the sequence proceeds to step 40.

The Kurtosis level of the coherent noise signal is checked
in step 40. If the Kurtosis level of the coherent noise signal
is less then or equal to approximately 4.3 then there is no
squeak and the sequence proceeds to step 42. If the Kurtosis
level of the coherent noise signal is greater then approxi-
mately 4.3 then a squeak is present and the sequence
proceeds to step 44.

Referring back to step 40, if the Kurtosis level is greater
then approximately 4.3 then the sequence proceeds to step
44. A squeak present signal is generated in step 44.
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From the foregoing, it can be seen that there has been
brought to the art a new and improved method and system
to detect unwanted noise. It is to be understood that the
preceding description of the preferred embodiment is merely
illustrative of some of the many specific embodiments that
represent applications of the principles of the present inven-
tion. Clearly, numerous and other arrangements would be
evident to those skilled in the art without departing from the
scope of the invention as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise over back-
ground noise, said unwanted noise generated by at least one
source, said apparatus comprising:

a reference sensor coupled to said source, said reference
sensor generating a reference signal in response to
stimulation by said source;

a combined noise detector located in proximity to said
source and generating a combined signal, said com-
bined signal comprising said background noise and
said unwanted noise;

a noise separation synthesis device coupled to said refer-
ence sensor and said noise detector, said noise separa-
tion synthesis device receiving said reference signal
and said combined signal, said noise separation syn-
thesis device filtering a coherent unwanted noise signal
from said combined signal as a function of said refer-
ence signal; and

a comparator coupled to said noise separation synthesis
device and receiving said coherent unwanted noise
signal, said comparator calculating a Kurtosis value to
generate a squeak present signal above a predetermined
Kurtosis level.

2. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise as recited in
claim 1 further comprising a filter coupled between said
reference sensor, said combined noise detector and said
noise separation synthesis device, whereby said reference
signal and said combined signal are filtered before being
received by said noise separation synthesis device.

3. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise as recited in
claim 2 wherein said filter comprises a band pass filter.

4. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise as recited in
claim 3 wherein said band pass filter substantially eliminates
signals having a frequency below approximately two-
kilohertz.

5. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise as recited in
claim 3 wherein said band pass filter substantially eliminates
signals having a frequency above approximately ten-
kilohertz.

6. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise as recited in
claim 1 wherein said reference sensor comprises an accel-
erometer.

7. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise as recited in
claim 1 wherein said combined noise detector comprises a
microphone.

8. An apparatus for detecting unwanted noise as recited in
claim 1 wherein said comparator generates a squeak present
signal above approximately 4.3 Kurtosis.

9. A sound detection system for detecting unwanted noise
generated by at least one source over background noise, said
system comprising:

a vehicle;

an apparatus for detecting unwanted noise located in said
vehicle;

a reference sensor coupled to said source, said reference
sensor generating a reference signal in response to
stimulation by said source;
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a combined noise detector located in proximity to said
source and generating a combined signal, said com-
bined signal comprising said background noise and
said unwanted noise;

a noise separation synthesis device coupled to said refer-
ence sensor and said noise detector, said noise separa-
tion synthesis device receiving said reference signal
and said combined signal, said noise separation syn-
thesis device filtering a coherent unwanted noise signal
from said combined signal as a function of said refer-
ence signal; and

a comparator coupled to said noise separation synthesis
device and receiving said coherent unwanted noise
signal, said comparator calculating a Kurtosis value to
generate a squeak present signal above a predetermined
Kurtosis level.

10. A sound detection system as recited in claim 9 further
comprising a filter coupled between said reference detector,
said combined noise sensor and said noise separation syn-
thesis device, whereby said reference signal and said com-
bined signal are filtered before being received by said noise
separation synthesis device.

11. A sound detection system as recited in claim 10
wherein said filter comprises a band pass filter.

12. A sound detection system as recited in claim 11
wherein said band pass filter substantially eliminates signals
having a frequency below approximately two-kilohertz.

13. A sound detection system as recited in claim 11
wherein said band pass filter substantially eliminates signals
having a frequency above approximately ten-kilohertz.

14. Asound detection system as recited in claim 9 wherein
said reference sensor comprises an accelerometer.

15. Asound detection system as recited in claim 9 wherein
said combined noise detector comprises a microphone.

16. Asound detection system as recited in claim 9 wherein
said comparator generates a squeak present signal above
approximately 4.3 Kurtosis.
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17. A method for detecting unwanted noise over back-
ground noise, said unwanted noise generated by at least one
source, said method comprising the steps of:

generating a reference signal in response to stimulation by

said source;

generating a combined noise signal, said combined noise

signal comprising said background noise and said
unwanted noise;

receiving said reference signal and said combined noise

signal;

filtering a coherent unwanted noise signal from said

combined noise signal as a function of said reference
signal;

receiving said coherent unwanted noise signal;

calculating a Kurtosis value for said coherent unwanted

noise signal; and

generating a squeak present signal above a predetermined

Kurtosis level.

18. A method for detecting unwanted noise over back-
ground noise as recited in claim 17 further comprising the
step of pre-filtering said reference signal and said combined
noise signal.

19. A method for detecting unwanted noise over back-
ground noise as recited in claim 18 further comprising the
step of pre-filtering said reference signal and said combined
noise signal to eliminate all signals having a frequency
below approximately two-kilohertz.

20. A method for detecting unwanted noise over back-
ground noise as recited in claim 18 further comprising the
step of pre-filtering said reference signal and said combined
noise signal to eliminate all signals having a frequency
above approximately ten-kilohertz.

21. A method for detecting unwanted noise over back-
ground noise as recited in claim 17 wherein said step of
generating a squeak present signal comprises generating a
squeak present signal above approximately 4.3 Kurtosis.
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